


Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden.”

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other 
evangelicals the main principles of the orthodox Christian faith.
However, there are points of difference and these differences are 
significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of 
separation between Baptists and others can hardly be considered a 
trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists are kept apart solely by their
views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable misunder-
standing. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics,
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists,
Pentecostals, and Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not
only to justify, but to demand, the separate denominational existence
of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not teach and emphasize
their differences but as E. J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any denomina-
tion that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to
justify a separate existence, they are important enough to create a
duty for their promulgation . . . the very same reasons which justify
the separate existence of any denomination make it the duty of that
denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denomina-
tional life, it is their duty to propagate their distinctive principles,
without which their separate life cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the
Baptist distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. 



Others don’t understand why it even matters. The books being repro-
duced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are republished in order that
Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the primary
Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this
Series will provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it
means to be distinctively Baptist. 

The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do
not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context 
surrounding this question explains what it means to be a true disciple
of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s question is meant to
show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding
submission to His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches
us that a true recognition of His authority as Lord inevitably includes
a submission to the authority of His Word. Hence, with this question
Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His authority as
King from the authority of His Word. These two principles - the
authority of Christ as King and the authority of His Word - are the
two most fundamental Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the
second and out of these two all the other Baptist distinctives emanate.
As F. M. Iams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, manifesting
itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives.” In
the search for the primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the
Lordship of Christ as the most basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing
this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s Lordship from the
authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s
Lordship and Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essen-
tially for discussion’s sake, we see from Christ’s own words in Luke
6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from His Word and, with
regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical submis-
sion to the one without a practical submission to the other.

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent
the inseparable truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The
Crown and Bible graphics are supplemented by three Bible verses
(Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 6:46) that reiterate and
reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of Christ
as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod
scriptura, non iubet vetat - i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture,
is forbidden.” This Latin quote has been considered historically as a
summary statement of the regulative principle of Scripture. Together
these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two most
foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist
Distinctives arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite 
symbol as a logo to represent the primary truths set forth in the
Baptist Distinctives Series.
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“In the estimation of all true Baptists the Kingship of Christ is a
vital fact. To them he is in very deed the King of the Saints. They
behold him on the throne, and hasten to ‘crown him Lord of all.’
They accept fully the declaration of the great apostle to the
Gentiles, that ‘Christ is the Head of the Church,’ and thence they
conclude that he is her one supreme Lawgiver. Hence, his will is to
them the end of all controversy. In the most practical way they call
him ‘Master’ and ‘Lord,’ by making his Word their highest rule of
doctrine and duty. With them his voice silences doubt, debate and
dissent, for it is the voice of their King, and its utterance is the final
word, from which there is no appeal. 

Remembering his words, ‘One is your Master, even Christ, and
all ye are brethren,’ they insist upon an absolute equality of rights
among brethren, and an absolute subjection of all to that one
Master. Their churches, consequently, are in themselves so many
simple democracies, in which all the members have equal rights;
but, considered in its relation to our Lord, each of those churches is
a pure Christocracy, knowing no law and, in matters of faith and
practice, confessing allegiance to no authority but that of Christ
alone . . . this loyalty to Christ as King, manifesting itself in a
constant and unswerving obedience to his will as revealed in his
Written Word, is the real source of all the peculiarities observable
among Baptists.

The average Baptist has no natural partiality for immersion . . .
But Jesus has commanded immersion, and Jesus is King, and true
Baptists have no choice in the matter, an authority which they dare
not disobey has fully determined it. And the same thing is true of all
their other peculiarities. They adhere to them simply because
loyalty to the King requires it . . . the command of the King is all
the warrant they require for any practice that may challenge
acceptance. With them Christ's prerogative is indisputable. In
everything it is his to command, and ours unhesitatingly to hear and
obey. 

Thus the Kingship of Christ is the formative, the fundamental
idea among Baptists. It controls them everywhere and always,



determining their beliefs and their practices from first to last. Their
rejection of sprinkling, and their faithful adherence to the practice
of immersion, are due to this idea alone. So, too, their practice of
believer’s baptism only, and their persistent rejection of the baptism
of infants, are due to the same fundamental principle. And in like
manner . . . the practice of restricted communion, is due to the same
controlling idea, the practical recognition of the Kingship of our
Lord in everything relating to his people and to his house. For his
authority is as complete in the order of the ordinances as in any
principle or precept of his gospel, and we may not set it aside . . .
this practical recognition of the Kingship of Christ is really the
most vital of all the matters at issue between Baptists and
Pedobaptists. Theoretically all who call themselves Christians
confess that Christ is King. But theory is one thing, and far too
often practice is another and widely different thing. Theoretically
our Pedobaptist friends say Christ is King, and almost constantly
they sing, ‘Crown him Lord of all;’ but practically they reject his
Kingly authority in the matter of baptism, and instead of rendering
a joyful and implicit obedience to his command, they change that
command to suit their own tastes, and then calmly tell us that their
new way will do as well. Does this seem a grave charge against a
vast body of the professed disciples of our Lord, and one that ought
not slightly to be made? Well, I admit it. It is a grave charge, but it
is as true as it is grave, and the evidences of its truth abound on
every side. The current defense of sprinkling, viz., that it will do as
well as immersion, deliberately sets aside the Kingship of Christ . .
. In other words, it weighs the command of our Lord in the scales
of its own petty human reason, and dares to set it aside, and to
substitute for it a something different, which it pronounces just as
good. If this is not a practical rejection of the Kingship of our Lord,
what is it?”

F. M. IAMS
“The Kingship of Christ”
Before The Foot-Lights
(Louisville: Baptist Book Concern, 1884).
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